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!  “Rounds”	
  removed	
  from	
  the	
  living	
  patient	
  	
  
!  Rounds	
  centered	
  around	
  the	
  “iPatient”	
  	
  
!  The	
  bedside	
  is	
  toxic	
  (but	
  some	
  older	
  doctors	
  are	
  unaware	
  of	
  
the	
  hazards	
  of	
  the	
  bedside)	
  

!  The	
  purpose	
  of	
  admission	
  is	
  to	
  render	
  the	
  live	
  3D	
  human	
  into	
  a	
  
2D	
  image	
  



Joseph	
  Leopold	
  Auenbrugger	
  (1722-­‐1809)	
  



1816: Laennec invents “Le Cylindre”  

A L'Hopital Necker,Ausculte Un Phtisique. 
Théobald Chartran  

(1849-1907)  



Theodore Rombouts (1597-1637)—The Tooth Extractor 



1891-­‐	
  Luke	
  Fildes:	
  The	
  Doctor	
  

Fildes’s	
  ambition:	
  “To	
  put	
  on	
  record	
  the	
  status	
  of	
  the	
  doctor	
  in	
  our	
  time.”	
  



The Doctor in our time? 

Verghese A, Culture Shock: Patient as icon, icon as patient 
 New England Journal of Medicine 359:26; 2008: 



Maxwell Finland 
on rounds at 
Boston City 
Hospital 

“Rounds” these days 



 He knows all there is to know about the prostate, but I 
cannot sit down and have a talk with him about it, 
which I find a very great deprivation . . .What a curious 
organ. What can God have been thinking when he 
designed it this way? I would like to have a meditation 
a rumination, a lucubration, a bombination about the 
prostate. I can’t do it. I’m forced to stop people on the 
street and talk to them about  it . . .  

Anatole Broyard. “Intoxicated by my Illness”,1992  



 “I just wish he would brood on my situation for 
perhaps five minutes, that he would give me his whole 
mind just once, be bonded with me for a brief space, 
survey my soul as well as my flesh, to get at my illness, 
for each man is ill in his own way.”  

Anatole Broyard. “Intoxicated by my Illness”,1992  



http://well.blogs.nytimes.com/2012/08/23/the-­‐widespread-­‐problem-­‐of-­‐doctor-­‐burnout/	
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Inadequacies	
  of	
  Physical	
  Examination	
  as	
  a	
  Cause	
  of	
  Medical	
  
Errors	
  and	
  Adverse	
  Events:	
  A	
  Collection	
  of	
  Vignettes	
  
	
  Verghese,	
  Charlton,	
  	
  Kassirer,	
  	
  Ramsey,	
  	
  Ioannidis,	
  M	
  

Results	
  
“Of	
  the	
  208	
  reported	
  vignettes	
  that	
  met	
  
inclusion	
  criteria,	
  the	
  oversight	
  was	
  
caused	
  by	
  a	
  failure	
  to	
  perform	
  the	
  
physical	
  examination	
  in	
  63%”	
  







	
  “…For	
  the	
  secret	
  of	
  the	
  care	
  of	
  the	
  patient	
  is	
  in	
  caring	
  for	
  the	
  
patient.”	
  —Francis	
  W.	
  Peabody,	
  MD	
  (1881–1927).	
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•  838	
  miles	
  of	
  bookshelves	
  
•  153	
  million	
  items	
  



Adapted	
  from:	
  E.	
  J.	
  Topol,	
  “Individualized	
  Medicine	
  
from	
  Prewomb	
  to	
  Tomb,”	
  Cell	
  157	
  (2014):	
  241–253.	
  



1766:	
  	
  Inventum	
  Novum	
  published	
  	
  
1809:	
  	
  Jean	
  Nicolas	
  Corvisart	
  makes	
  it	
  	
  
popular	
  









KEEP POLITICS OUT OF THIS PICTURE!!!!! 

AMA 1949:  Posters in 60,000 waiting 
rooms or offices 

DON’T	
  	
  LE
T	
  	
  TH

E	
  GOVERN
MENT	
  TAK

E	
  THE
	
  

DOCTOR	
  OUT	
  O
F	
  THI

S	
  PIC
TURE

!!!	
  



“I was ill and you cared for me.” Matthew 25:30 

Verghese	
  A.	
  “The	
  Doctor	
  in	
  Our	
  Own	
  Time”	
  Trans	
  Am	
  Clin	
  Climatol	
  Assoc.	
  2008;	
  119:	
  117–126.	
  



1.  Patient	
  dissatisfaction	
  
2.  Health	
  Professional	
  Wellness	
  
3.  	
  Medical	
  Error	
  
4.  Loss	
  of	
  Ritual	
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